30th May, 2010   





Update for NZATE website 

NB: Information included in these updates is adapted from Englishonline weekly updates and information received from the Ministry of Education and NZQA websites and circulars.  Unless specifically indicated otherwise these updates are trying to give information and are not meant to imply ‘support’ for any particular direction or point of view.
New Sample English Tasks for 2011

New sample English tasks are now available for professional development and planning for 2011.  As has been posted on English on line the tasks are now available for download on TKI.  See http://www.tki.org.nz/e/community/ncea/english-lvl1.php
Note that for English there are only sample assessment tasks for the standards that were deemed by the ministry to be “significantly different”.  That is standards 1.5, 1.8, 1.9, 1.10 and 1.11.  

The intention of these resources is to assist teachers to plan their courses for 2011. These resources are not for formal assessment use with students in 2010, except as part of the trialling process.  Each assessment resource will eventually have six annotated exemplars of student work (12 exemplars per standard) to illustrate grade boundaries once the formal trials for the tasks have been completed.  For Level 1, these exemplars will be available at the end of 2010. 


Resources for Level 1 externally assessed standards:  Sample exam papers and schedules will also be trialled from Term 2, 2010. Sample exam papers will be available from July 2010, as they become available.   Annotated exemplars of student work (to illustrate grade boundaries) will be available by the end of 2010.

The realignment of the standards to the AOs at curriculum level 6, will mean that the remaining standards have also changed, however, there have not been new tasks written for these so teachers and departments will have to wait for any guidance about how to adjust their marking against the new standards.  

While it is likely that the grade boundary of Not Achieved/Achieved will be where the main shift occurs rather than at Merit or Excellence level it is possible that some Merit/Excellence boundaries may also shift – this is, as yet, uncertain.
What’s worth keeping in mind?
As materials development occurs for next year it is worth checking an activity intended for 2011 against the NZQA moderation checklist to see if it passes muster.  

These criteria are taken from http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/acrp/secondary/forms.html  [see ‘Internal Moderation Cover Sheet’ at the bottom of the page.]:

· Student instructions are clear and language is appropriate. 

· Materials are consistent with the learning/context/curriculum. 

· Materials allow students to achieve all criteria/elements of the standard. 

· Materials allow students to reach all levels (A/M/E). 

· Materials are consistent with explanatory notes/range statements in the standard. 

· Assessment schedule is consistent with the standard. 

· Evidence statements  with specific examples for each grade (N/A/M/E). 

· Judgement/sufficiency statements clearly describe performance levels. 


Justifying your assessment calls
It is useful for teachers to step into a ‘moderator’s shoes’ when considering how students’ work might be stack up against the national standard. 

National Moderator Suzanne Pidduck’s posting on Englishonline in late May highlighted new annotated exemplars for a number of popular standards that are still available on TKI - http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/resources/english/exemplars.html
To look at your own students’ work and how it sits against the required standard, you could consider the moderator’s comments and start to apply those ways of talking about the work within your own setting.  In particular, it may be helpful to look at the way the moderators justify their thinking with brief comments on each criterion [see the light blue box at the top of the exemplar]. 

The exemplars themselves are useful too and in many cases potentially transferrable to the new standards: those AS 90052 creative writing exemplars won’t be redundant with the advent of the new 1.4 in 2011 – it may only be the boundary around Not Achieved/Achieved where there is a lift in the standard – but it is possible the Merit & Excellence boundaries may shift a little.


Transition arrangements between the current and ‘new’ NCEA
All existing externally assessed Level 1 achievement standards expire at the end of 2010. These are replaced by the revised or new achievement standards for 2011. A circular providing specific details on transition arrangements is available at:
<http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/publications/circulars/secqual/2010/s2010-010.html> 


2011 will be a transition year for most of these standards (excepting the externally assessed achievement standards which will expire at the end of 2010).  This means that all the unit standards and internally assessed achievement standards which are being removed or being re-written, as part of the review, will still be available for use in 2011. Unit standards that are heavily used in tertiary institutions, workplaces or within other qualifications will be retained for longer than a year. Although the transition year provides flexibility, NZQA’s advice is that you use the new standards in 2011.

Informal feedback from Heads of department of English in Auckland is that nearly all schools will be using the new pathways in 2011 although concerns remain about how late new tasks and exemplars are in being published and also about how to use the new literacy unit standards in a way that is both manageable and in the spirit of the standards. 
 

Level One Literacy Attestation for 2011

From 2011 there will be two pathways for literacy attestation: an Achievement Standards pathway and a Unit Standards pathway.  There has been considerable debate about the two pathways for literacy attestation that will be in place from next year and we still don’t know exactly how these pathways will look for 2011.
What we do and don’t know about the two pathways
We know that the Achievement Standards pathway will require students to gain 10 credits from a range of NCEA curriculum achievement standards (still not yet determined at the time of writing - 30/05/10).  We know that these standards will come from multiple subjects - not just English or Te Reo Māori or Te Reo Rangitira as is the current situation.
We know that the new Unit Standards literacy pathway requires students to pass 10 credits from three standards (Reading, Writing & Speaking/Listening) that are designed to measure functional literacy.  These standards are definitely pitched below level 6 of the English curriculum but without exemplification of what the standards will look like it is difficult to really know the ‘level’ of the standard expected.  Some work has (and is) being done on providing examples of what and how these new standards may be used but it is unlikely that this information will be available until into Term Three at the earliest.

We also know that students will not be able to gain literacy by using a ‘mix’ of the achievement standards and the unit standards.  All 10 literacy credits must come from one pathway or the other but CAN NOT be arrived through a mix of, for example, 4 AS credits and 6 unit standards or vice versa.

Decision making around use of the new literacy unit standards:

It is important to make decisions around the use of these new unit standards from an informed and educationally sound position.  Until we know exactly what these standards will look like NZATE will not be advocating a particular position about the use of the unit standards.  There are positives and negatives around the use of this new unit standards pathway in the secondary school context which NZATE believes individual schools and departments will need to think carefully about.  

Here is an example of some ‘principles’ that one school used to help guide them in deciding how to use the new unit standards which other schools/departments may find useful:
1. We should ensure that any standards used contribute to a learning pathway reaching towards NCEA Level 2 and that students should not be directed into a qualification ‘cul de sac’.

2. We should use these standards if they are likely to be a ‘success step’ for the students being assessed.

3. We should be clear on the purpose and intent of the standards and use them appropriately.

4. If we use the literacy unit standards it has to be in a way that is ‘manageable’* for staff and students.  

* Manageable - By this we mean use of the standards should be done in such a way that it will not require too much additional work for most teachers and that extra support/time is provided to any person needing to do significant additional work in acknowledgment of the extra work.

NCEA Level 2, Level 3 and university entrance literacy and numeracy
Work is currently underway exploring literacy and numeracy requirements at other NCEA levels and for university entrance.  No clear information is available at the moment about what this work will look like.  As we learn anything we will try to keep our website updated. 
 
 




